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I. Opening	Prayer	
1. Song	asking	and	giving	the	Holy	Spirit	full	

permission	to	work	within	us	and	all	around	us.	
2. Meditation:	Enrobed	in	the	Father’s	Love—	

Attention	to	St	Joseph’s	and	your	own	unique	
robe	looks	and	feels	like.	How	do	you	experience	
being	enrobed	in	the	Father’s	Love?			

3. “Good,	Good	Father”	by	Chris	Tomlin	
 

II. Housekeeping:	“Hopefully…”	
1. Hopefully,	you	have	been	able	to	remain	enrobed	in	the	Father’s	love	since	

our	Monday	night	conference.	
2. Hopefully,	you	got	a	chance	to	review	the	handout	we	gave	you	Monday	

night	with	my	notes.	You	have	access	to	them	virtually	through	the	website	
of	St.	Cecelia	and	Schoenstatt	Tampa	Bay.		

3. You	will	notice	there	are	things	I	did	not	have	the	time	to	cover:	
a. The	apologetic	response	to	the	“brothers”	of	Christ	and	defense	to	

the	perpetual	virginity	of	Mary.	
b. The	different	translations	to	the	Hebrew	word	in	Genesis	37:3,	

kethoneth	passim,	the	special	robe	Joseph	in	the	Old	Testament	
received	from	his	father’s	love.	

c. My	personal	interpretation:	Many	translation	because	it	represents	
the	unique	and	unrepeatable	robe	each	one	of	us	received	as	
uniquely	and	unrepeatably	loved	by	the	Father	in	the	unique	and	
unrepeatably	way	He	created	us…	and	is	still	creating	us	(forming	us).	

4. Hopefully,	in	our	Monday	meditation,	you	were	able	to	see	your	unique	
and	unrepeatable	robe	of	the	Father’s	Love.		

5. Hopefully,	you	will	give	yourself	and	others	the	opportunity	to	share:	How	
did	St.	Joseph’s	robe	looked	like?	How	does	your	unique	and	unrepeatable	
robe	look	and	feels	like?	How	do	you	experience	yourself	being	enrobed	in	
the	Father’s	love?	It	is	in	sharing	our	personal	testimony	that	we	
evangelize!		 	
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III. Warnings		
1. Being	uniquely	and	unrepeatably	enrobed	in	the	Father’s	love	can	be	cause	of	

envy,	jealousy,	and	rivalry.	Joseph	in	the	O.T.	was	stripped,	thrown	into	an	
empty	cistern	without	water,	sold	to	Egypt,	and	given	for	dead:	

23	So	when	Joseph	came	to	his	brothers,	they	stripped	him	of	his	robe—the	ornate	robe	he	was	
wearing—	24	and	they	took	him	and	threw	him	into	the	cistern.	The	cistern	was	empty;	there	
was	no	water	in	it.	25	As	they	sat	down	to	eat	their	meal,	they	looked	up	and	saw	a	caravan	of	
Ishmaelites	coming	 from	 Gilead.	Their	 camels	 were	 loaded	 with	 spices,	 balm	and	myrrh,	and	
they	were	on	their	way	to	take	them	down	to	Egypt.	26	Judah	said	to	his	brothers,	“What	will	we	
gain	if	we	kill	our	brother	and	cover	up	his	blood?	27	Come,	let’s	sell	him	to	the	Ishmaelites	and	
not	 lay	our	hands	on	him;	after	all,	he	 is	our	brother,	our	own	flesh	and	blood.”	His	brothers	
agreed.	28	So	when	the	Midianite	merchants	came	by,	his	brothers	pulled	Joseph	up	out	of	the	
cistern	and	sold	him	for	twenty	shekels[b]	of	silver	to	the	Ishmaelites,	who	took	him	to	Egypt.		
	

When	we	strip	others,	we	strip	ourselves.	For	in	the	end,	we	take	off	our	
robes	and	attempt	to	put	on	others.	“It	is	not	necessarily	greener	in	the	
other	side.”	And	when	we	admit	it	does	not	look	good	in	us	as	it	did	in	
the	other,	we	resentfully	destroy	it!	“If	I	can’t	have	it,	then	no	one	will!”			

2. 	Do	not	put	aside	your	unique	and	unrepeatable	robe	just	because	you	do	not	
feel	you	deserve	it.	No	one	deserves	it!	It	is	a	gift!	As	a	gift	we	should	receive	it	
gratefully	and	humbly	put	it	on.		

DO	NOT	PUT	ASIDE	YOUR	ROBE	AND	ATTEMPT	TO	DESERVE	IT!	It	is	given	
to	you	by	the	merits	of	Christ	Jesus	Our	Savior.	When	we	try	to	earn	our	
robe,	we	end	up	working	ourselves	to	death	(workaholic).	We	end	up	
frustrated	because	in	all	honesty	we	cannot	earn	it.	Just	accept	it	
gratitude	and	humility!	

3. In	our	prideful	failures	to	earn	the	Father’s	loving	robe,	we	seek	our	own	
robes.	We	end	up	with	a	wardrobe	full	of	our	best	attempts	to	replace	the	
unique	and	unrepeatable	cloak	in	which	the	Father	has	enrobed	us	in	His	love.		
	

HOW	DO	YOUR	ROBE	YOURSELF	WHEN	YOU	PUT	ASIDE	YOUR	UNIQUE	
AND	UNREPEATBALE	ROBE	OF	THE	FATHER’S	LOVE?	Robes	we	have	
stripped	and	robbed	from	others.	Robes	we	have	made	for	ourselves:	
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riches	and	things	we	have	accumulated,	powers	and	titles	we	tag	to	our	chest,	
fame	and	respect	we	demand	from	others,	pleasures	and	hobbies	in	which	we	
entertain	and	anesthetize	our	pains,	people	we	accumulate	as	neckless	
hanging	from	our	necks…	WHEN	SOMEONE	ASK	YOU,	“WHO	ARE	YOU?”,	HOW	
DO	YOU	ANSWER?	In	the	answers	you	give,	you	will	find	the	many	robes	you	
cloth	yourself	when	feeling	naked,	vulnerable	and	afraid.		We	have	been	doing	
this	since	Adam	and	Eve!		

Then	the	eyes	of	both	of	them	were	opened,	and	they	realized	they	were	naked;	so	they	sewed	
fig	leaves	together	and	made	coverings	for	themselves.	Then	the	man	and	his	wife	heard	the	
sound	of	the	LORD	God	as	he	was	walking	in	the	garden	in	the	cool	of	the	day,	and	they	hid	from	
the	LORD	God	among	the	trees	of	the	garden.	But	the	LORD	God	called	to	the	man,	“Where	are	
you?”	He	answered,	“I	heard	you	in	the	garden,	and	I	was	afraid	because	I	was	naked;	so	I	hid.”	
And	 he	 said,	 “Who	 told	 you	 that	 you	 were	 naked?	 Have	 you	 eaten	 from	 the	 tree	 that	 I	
commanded	you	not	to	eat	from?”	(Genesis	3:7-11).	
 

Summary:	Let	us	heed	the	warnings	(1)	DO	NOT	fall	into	the	traps	of	envy	and	
jealousy	over	the	unique	and	unrepeatable	robes	others	have.	Rather	come	to	
know,	appreciate,	and	love	how	the	Father	enrobes	you	uniquely	and	
unrepeatably	in	His	love.	(2)	DO	NOT	try	to	earn,	deserve,	or	merit	the	Father’s	
Love.	You	are	already	loved	as	you	are!	Gratefully	and	humbly	wear	your	robe	of	
the	Father’s	love!	(3)	DO	NOT	put	it	aside	and	try	to	sow	your	own	fig	leaves.	
Eventually	all	leaves	fade	away	and	you	will	be	left	naked,	vulnerable,	and	afraid.		

------------------------------------------time	for	our	collection-------------------------------------		

IV. Evil:	“Ferocious	Animals”	
One	more	warning	I	must	give	regarding	the	“ferocious	animals”	who	“devoured”	
and	“torn	to	pieces”	Joseph.	
31	Then	 they	got	 Joseph’s	 robe,	slaughtered	a	 goat,	 and	dipped	 the	 robe	 in	 the	blood.	32	They	
took	the	ornate	robe	back	to	their	father	and	said,	“We	found	this.	Examine	it	to	see	whether	it	
is	 your	 son’s	 robe.”	 33	He	 recognized	 it	 and	 said,	 “It	 is	 my	 son’s	 robe!	 Some	 ferocious	
animals	have	devoured	him.	Joseph	has	surely	been	torn	to	pieces”	(Genesis	37:31-33).	
	

Notice	that	there	were	no	“ferocious	animals”	DO	NOT	GIVE	THE	DEVIL	
POWER	IT	DOESN’T	HAVE!	The	devil	prays	on	our	limited	knowledge,	
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twists	the	facts,	and	mislead	us	to	believe	what	we	fear	the	most,	just	as	Satan	
did	with	Jacob.		
	

Do	not	get	me	wrong!	Satan,	daemons,	and	evil	exists	and	are	real!	But	let	us	not	
give	them	more	power	than	what	they	really	have.	Recall	the	story	of	Job.	Satan	
could	not	do	anything	more	than	what	God	allowed	(Job	2:6).		Recall	the	words	of	
Jesus	to	Pilate:		

Pilate	said	to	Him,	“Do	You	refuse	to	speak	to	me?	Do	You	not	know	that	I	have	
authority	 to	 release	 You	 and	 authority	 to	 crucify	 You?”	 Jesus	 answered,	 “You	
would	 have	 no	 authority	 over	Me	 if	 it	 were	 not	 given	 to	 you	 from	 above	 (Jn.	
19:10-11).	

Satan	and	daemons	have	no	power	over	us	unless	granted	by	the	Father.	In	the	
story	of	Joseph:	

They	got	Joseph’s	robe,	slaughtered	a	goat,	and	dipped	the	robe	in	the	blood.	
They	took	the	ornate	robe	back	to	their	father	and	said,	“We	found	this.	Examine	
it	to	see	whether	it	is	your	son’s	robe.”	33	He	recognized	it	and	said,	“It	is	my	
son’s	robe!	(Gen.	37:31).		

This	is	a	“Biblical	Typology”	of	what	we	experienced	as	Beloved	Children	of	the	
Father	who	have	been	enrobed	by	the	redeeming	blood	of	Jesus	Christ,	the	Lamb	
of	God.	The	battle	over	evil	has	been	won!	In	Christ	Jesus	we	are	victorious!		
	

V. If	Enrobed	in	the	Father’s	Love,	then	why	evil,	suffering	
and	death?				

1. First,	let	us	watchful	of	how	Satan	prays	on	our	limited	knowledge,	twists	the	
facts,	and	leads	us	to	believe	our	worst	fears!			

Be	alert	and	of	 sober	mind.	Your	enemy	the	devil	prowls	around	 like	a	 roaring	
lion	 looking	 for	 someone	 to	 devour. Resist	 him,	 standing	 firm	 in	 the	 faith	 (1	
Peter	5:8-11).	

2. Second,	let	us	renew	the	theological	virtues	of	faith,	hope	and	love!	
a. Faith:	Do	you	believe	that	God	exists?	Do	you	believe	that	God	is	all	

powerful,	all	wise,	all	good,	and	in	control?		
b. Hope:	Do	you	believe	that	God	is	working	something	greater	precisely	

through	the	evil	and	suffering	He	allows?	
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c. Love:		Do	you	believe	that	you	are	a	beloved	Child	of	the	Father?	Then	amid	
suffering	and	evil,	let	it	be	an	opportunity	to	demonstrate	how	much	you	
love	Him!		

3. 	Third,	let	us	follow	the	example	of	Jesus	Christ,	The	Beloved	Son	of	the	Father:	

RESIST-PERSIST-INSIST 
a. Resist	the	temptations	of	the	Evil	one	praying	on	your	lack	of	knowledge.	

For	 the	most	part,	we	do	not	know	what	are	 the	greater	goods	 that	The	
Father	is	actively	working	through	the	suffering	and	evil	He	allows.		Resist	
Satan’s	 technique	of	“twisting	 the	 facts”	and	misleading	us	 into	believing	
our	worst	fears.	FEAR	is	the	greatest	power	we	give	Satan.		

b. Persist	in	the	truth	that	you	are	a	Beloved	Child	of	the	Father	and	that	He	
will	not	allow	any	evil	or	suffering	to	fall	upon	us,	unless	through	them	He	
is	working	something	greater	for	my	own	good	and	for	those	around	us.		

c. Insist	 beyond	 lack	 of	 knowledge,	 misleading	 and	 twisted	 truths,	 doubts,	
fears.	 Insist	 on	 remaining	 spiritually	 enrobed	 in	 Christ	 Jesus	 as	 uniquely	
and	unrepeatably	enrobed	 in	 the	 Father’s	 Love.	 Insist	 in	 faith,	 hope,	 and	
love	as	you	are	stripped	by	others,	ridiculed,	tortures,	and	crucified.	Insist	
hopeful	beyond	hope.	And	if	you	die,	die	in	the	firm	belief	of	your	truth	in	
Christ	Jesus	as	a	Beloved	Son	of	the	Father.		

Be	alert	and	of	sober	mind.	Your	enemy	the	devil	prowls	around	like	a	roaring	lion	looking	for	
someone	to	devour. Resist	him,	standing	firm	in	the	faith,	because	you	know	that	the	family	of	
believers	throughout	the	world	is	undergoing	the	same	kind	of	sufferings.	And	the	God	of	all	
grace,	who	called	you	to	his	eternal	glory	in	Christ,	after	you	have	suffered	a	little	while,	will	
himself	restore	you	and	make	you	strong,	firm,	and	steadfast.	To	him	be	the	power	for	ever	
and	ever.	Amen	(1	Peter	5:8-11).	

VI. The	Holy	Spirit	
It	 is	not	 relaying	on	our	own	strength	 that	we	will	be	able	 to	 resist,	persist	and	
insist	like	Jesus	Christ,	The	Beloved	Son	of	the	Father”	in	whom	we	are	enrobed	as	
beloved	Children.	It	is	only	by	our	collaboration	with	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.		
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Ultimately,	 our	 unique	 and	 unrepeatable	 robe	 in	 which	we	 are	 enrobed	 in	 the	
Father’s	Love	IS	THE	HOLY	SPIRIT!!!	


